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Merchants seek 
clean-up drive 


Look for an early “clean-up” 
campaign in Fort McMurray. 

Merchants and community 
groups such as the Kinsmen Club 
are thinking in terms of a multi¬ 
pronged program Which would 
involve: 

• Pressure on the town ad¬ 
ministration for stepped up gar¬ 
bage collection service. 

Fort McMurray currently has 
only one garbage truck serving 
a community with a population 
of roughly 4,000. Net result: Dog- 
scattered and wind-strewn refuse 
is becoming a major problem. 

Merchants in a major shopping 
complex told The Northern Star: 

“We’ve gone for as long as 
three weeks without a garbage 
collection. The town simply can’t 
operate with a single disposal ve¬ 
hicle. Even twice-weekly service, 
though it would be welcomed, 
wouldn’t be adequate. In the com¬ 
mercial areas, daily service is 
needed. Otherwise, the town will 
begin looking like a public 
dump.” 

• A litter basket program. 

It has ben suggested that the 
town administration and mer¬ 
chants co-operate in a program 
under which litter baskets, 
mounted on available utility posts 
or otherwise placed in strategic 
positions, would contribute greatly 
to an anti-litter campaign. 

A prominent member of the 
Kinsmen Club told FP: “There’s 
a chance that the Kinsmen, in 


conjunction with other town or¬ 
ganizations and with the /support 
of merchants and the town admin¬ 
istration, would be willing to 
spearhead such a program.” 

“We’re obviously going to have 
to do something about cleaning 
up the town,” he said, “so per¬ 
haps we should start now, before 
the problem gets out of hand.” 

• Pressure for a relaxation of 
regulations dealing with the dis¬ 
posal of disused property. 

The Northern Star has been told 
that it’s “virtually impossible” 
for property owners to move or 
raze and burn aged and aban¬ 
doned buildings without obtaining 
permits. 

One developer who solved the 
problem of a decrepit shack on 
his property in the obvious way 
—he threw a match into it—said: 

“The shack in question was 
being used for evil purposes. In 
addition, it was an eyesore. When 
I inquired at the town office I 
was told that I would have to 
have a permit to have it hauled 
away. When I inquired about 
burning it down I was told that I 
would have-to get a permit or 
pay a fine. Rather than go 
through the misery and' delay of 
obtaining a removal or burning 
permit, I set fire to it without 
benefit of a permit and subse¬ 
quently paid the fine.” 

• Weed control. under 

Fort McMurray merchants say would 

that the town' needs regulations- vacant 


WE ARE HELPING 
TO BUILD 
FORT McMURRAY 


OUR CURRENT 
PROJECTS 


SUN OIL COMPANY LIMITED 

(SUNOCO SERVICE STATION) 

RUPERTS LAND TRADING COMPANY 

(EXTENSION TO HUDSON'S BAY STORE) 

NORTHLAND SCHOOL DIVISION 

(fort McMurray elementary school) 


FORT CONSTRUCTION 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 


10426 - 95 STREET 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA 


which property owners growth. problem, with concern generally 

be required to keep their They do point out, however, centering on garbage collection 
lands clear of noxious that this is a relatively-minor services. 


Grand Opening 

Simpsons-Sears Catalogue Sales Office 

Peter Pond Shopping Centre 
Fort McMurray 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
Oct. 5,6 & 7 — 9:00 a.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday and Friday, 

and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 

• JOIN THE PARTY! • MERCHANDISE SPECIALS 

•DAILY DOOR PRIZES • GIVE-A-WAYS 
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THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF 


™!AU4^. 

Fr hotel 

CONGRATULATES 

GREAT CANADIAN OIL SANDS 


on the opening of their new plant 


SEPTEMBER 30 -1967 

"Progress through Industry" 

MORE FORT McMURRAY PEOPLE STAY AT 
THE "MAYFAIR" THAN ANY OTHER 
HOTEL IN EDMONTON! 

find out for yourself ... on your next trip to Edmonton 


Our rooms are modern, spacious, clean 
and have TV, Radio, Air Conditioning. 
Our Rates Are Reasonable. 

We serve only the finest foods at 
reasonable rates in comfortable 
surroundings either in our restaurant or 
our Starlite Dining Room. 

We are conveniently located on Jasper 
Avenue and 108th St. 

We offer ample indoor and outdoor 
parking. 



SPEED DAWSON 
and his very famous"BALLADEERS i 
EVERY THURSDAY, FRIDAY b SATURDAY 



Meet your friends 
’at Edmonton's favorite 
rendezvous. 




FOR YOUR RESERVATION, WRITE, WIRE OR PHONE 

108th Street and Jasper Avenue, Edmonton 
Phone 424-7265 Telex 037-2276 
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An (Editorial) Advertisement 


This is the first edition of The Northern Star, Fort 
McMurray's own newspaper. 

The Northern Star comes into being as a result of an 
informal agreement between the Fort McMurray Chamber of 
Commerce and the Northern Star Publishing Co. Ltd. 

Reflecting the wishes of the community, the Chamber 
several months ago let it be known within the Alberta publish-, 
ing industry that the citizens of Fort McMurray desired a news¬ 
paper, and that the town's business and professional fratern¬ 
ities would actively assist a local publishing venture through 
advertising expenditure. 

Among interested groups which met with—and sub¬ 
mitted proposals to —« the Chamber, was Northern Star Pub¬ 
lishing Co. Ltd., representing a corporate partnership involving 
principals of two established Alberta publishing operations — 
Metropolitan Printing Co. Ltd., Edmonton, and Era Publications 
Ltd., Calgary. 

Edward Romaine, President of Era Publications Ltd., 
is president of Northern Star Publishing and Keith Randolph, 
president of Metropolitan Printing, is Vice-President and Gen¬ 
eral Manager. 

Both are well known in Fort McMurray, the former 
through his*association with Akron Developments Ltd., which 
developed Fort McMurray's Alberta Building, and the latter 
through Metropolitan's position as a leading printing house 
serving Edmonton and Northern Alberta. 

The partnership is, in our opinion, a logical and sound 
one. Era represents experience in the editorial field; Metro¬ 
politan experience—and CAPABILITY—in the printing field. 

The emphasis is on capability. 

We have been asked*by a member of our Fort McMurray 
friends and sponsors, why The Northern Star is being printed 
in Edmonton. 

The answer is a very simple one. 

Good printing requires good equipment. Good equip¬ 
ment costs a good deal of money. And good economics dictate 
that good equipment, if it is to pay for itself, must be used a 
good deal of the time. 

In short, The Northern Star, in order to give Fort Mc¬ 
Murray a quality paper with, — and this is important — 
quality reproduction, chose to print its product on "offset" 
as opposed to the antiquated (where modern weekly papers 
are concerned) "letterpress" equipment." Since Fort McMurray 
is not large enough, where printing requirements are con¬ 
cerned to support an offset printing operation, and since Fort 
McMurray is now within very easy reach of Edmonton, we felt 
that we could safely print our paper in Edmonton, offering 
superior printing as a balm for soothing the pain of bruised 
local pride. 

This is not to suggest that The Northern Star is any 
way an "outside" operation. On the contrary; It's very much 
a local product. 

Within the next few weeks Fort McMurray's "residential 
roll" will include editorial, circulation, advertising and print¬ 
ing personnel of The Northern Star. Arrangements for the open¬ 
ing of an office — this will be in the Peter Pond Shopping 
Centre — are being worked out; staff is being recruited; and 
all of the other details involved in the complex business of 
setting up a newspaper are being taken care of. 

The Northern Star, like Fort McMurray itself, is of 
course, having growing pains. Like the average McMurrayite, 
we are having trouble finding good living space. Like the 
average McMurrayite, we are feeling the impact of high prices. 
And like the average McMurrayite, we are tired of mud, sick 
of dust; and terribly impatient with the pace of development 


For Ourselves 


of streets, utility services, and of the other amenities of what 
is generally referred to as "civilized living." 

At the same time, The Northern Star, like it's readers, 
knows that it's on the ground floor of something really big. 

As we say in Fort McMurray, "Franklin Avenue wasn't 
built in a day." 

Now that we're introduced, let's get down to brass tacks. 

The Northern Star, with an initial circulation of about 
3,000 will appear every.two weeks the next month and then 
switch to weekly publishing. For these few weeks everyone who 
has a postal box in Fort McMurray will receive copies free; 
everyone else will have to buy — at a cost of 10 cents. 

This isn't discriminatory. The Fort McMurray merchants 
who will be handling sales are entitled to a small profit on 
sales, particularly since it's their advertising revenue that is 
making this publication possible. After a few weeks of operation 
— once we get the kinks out of our legs — we'll be going 
after the postal box holder for annual subscriptions. Then, 
the home subscriber will be paying his share. It's an equitable 
arrangement. As we say here in Fort McMurray, "It all comes 
out in the wash." 

The Northern Star has temporary quarters in the Peter 
Pond Hotel, to which mailed or hand delivered editorial, cir¬ 
culation, and advertising material may be sent. It should be 
addressed to; THE EDITOR, THE NORTHERN STAR, PETER 
POND HOTEL, FORT McMURRAY, ALBERTA. 

For the next few weeks, the performance of The North¬ 
ern Star will be rather informal. 

For example_though we are a weekly newspaper, our 

next issue won't appear until mid-October, the reason; we 
moved a little faster than had been originally intended, in 
order to appear in print before the G.C.O.S. plant opening. 
This was done at the suggestion of the Chamber of Commerce 
and community leaders, who felt that Fort McMurray should 
have a paper ready and waiting for the brass when it arrived. 
We agreed; hence pre-opening distribution coupled with re¬ 
organization of original printing schedules makes an immediate 
weekly schedule impractical. 

Then, too, editorial content leaves much to be desired. 
Quite frankly, this newspaper, on the basis of editorial content 
in the opening issue, isn't going to win a Pulitzer prize, unless 
the Pulitzer Prize people introduce a category entitled "for the 
highest ratio of advertising in relation to news. "But everyone 
knows that advertising is the life's blood of the newspaper busi¬ 
ness, so we won't apologize. We'll merely say to the merchants 
and professional people who have supported us so generously 
You've given Fort McMurray its own newspaper." 

And to the reader, we'll say: "Bear with us and we'll 
soon be giving you a paper that you'll be proud of." 

After you, Keith. 

—Kei^ Randolph 

JV, -e 

Edward Romaine 


thelFort McMurray, Alberta 

nortnern*star 


Fort McMurray’s Own Newspaper” 
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PETER POND'S PATTER 


CRUDE, COKE AND SULPHUR 

GCOS production capacity of 
high grade synthetic crude has 
been authorized up to 45,000 bar¬ 
rels per day, or 16,425,000 bar¬ 
rels per year. 

At this rate the plant will pro¬ 
duce about 250 tons per day of 
elemental sulphur and about 
2,800 tons of coke. 


Well, we’ve only been around a few days but already we’ve 
solved Fort McMurray’s foremost mystery — the identity of 
the leading character in “The Case of the Muddied Madman.” 

For those who are hard of hearing or don’t have neighbors 
who gossip, this is the background. 

McMurray residents strolling along Franklin Avenue in 
last Saturday evening’s light drizzle (you couldn’t call it a 
rain, as we only got about two inches in three hours), were 
treated to an amazing sight. 

There, in a chumed-up field, and only a few feet from the 
sidewalk, was a truly pathetic figure — a man, in his late 
thirties, kneeling in the mud, sobbing, and occasionally calling 
out (incoherently, it first appears) to passersby. 

He apparently stayed put for two hours and then staggered 
back toward the Peter Pond Shopping Centre, eventually reach¬ 
ing the pavement of the newly-completed parking lot. 

(To digress for a moment, Lloyd J. Harris, President of 
Chartered Investments Ltd., subsequently told us that he had 
to bring in a grader to clear off the mud left by the mysterious 
stranger on his sojourn from the edge of the parking lot into the 
hotel door.) 

At any rate, we all know there’s nothing unusual about a 
man bogging down in the mud in Fort McMurray and having 
to ask for a hand out. But this fellow was different. A number 
of kindly folks ventured out on rescue missions but didn’t get 
so much as a thank-you for ruining their shoes. The stranger 
merely waved them back, sobbing, “No! No! Please! I wan 
s’m nooz ” 

The children watching the performance were absolutely 
amazed. They toook one look, listened to the stranger’s babbling, 
and then dashed home to tell their mothers about the “man 
who likes to sleep in mud.” At least one youngster that we know 
of—young Philip Arlington-Smythe (his father’s an immigrant 
engineer who works down at the GCOS plant)—used his eye¬ 
witness report as a ploy through which he escaped a badly- 
needed thrashing. After he got through telling his mother about 
the stranger, she closed her eyes, rubbed her forehead, and 
said, “Okay, Philip! Don’t tell me any more! Just climb into 
the washer!” 

The reaction among other adults varied greatly. 

Some of the older male observers—men Who worked in the 
mines before coming to McMurray—thought the stranger was 
a “snoose” addict and set out to find some snuff. Needless to 
say, they weren’t aided in their fruitless search by Mrs. Estella 
Faith Crecklington, the charter president of the McMurray 
Chapter of the Anti-Tobacco and Clean Air League. Mrs. 
Crecklington (she’s a widow, whose husband died in the Boer 
War), took one look at the stranger, raised her nose into the 
air, and addressed the gathering as follows: 

“Loathsome! Positively loathsome! Some people are so 
addicted to tobacco that they’ll sink to almost any level to get 
it.” With that, she stepped out into the street and sank out of 
sight in the muddy road leading to the liquor store in the 
Alberta Building. 

The middle-aged types—among them Bob Gordon, manager 
of the Peter Pond Hotel; A1 Campbell, who owns the Riviera; 
Chris den Ouden, just to name a few—were sure that the 
stranger merely wanted a drink, and they offered him one. 
Still he refused. Ed O’Neill, who runs the Imperial Station and 
the theatre, then moved in and tried an old military tactic—sur¬ 
round and destroy. He alternately offered to tow the man out 
with his truck (and in.a burst of generosity—bless his.Irish 
heart—he offered the service at “the Edmonton rate”) and/or 
carry him out by hand and let him sit through two showings of 
“The Great Train Robbery” for the price of one. It was still no. 

Then there were the hippies. They thought the stranger 
was on glue. A couple of them hauled in a gallon or so, 
poured some out in a saucer, and held it under the stranger’s 
nose. The two clearly-unshaven young men who ventured out 
into the mud (they had nothing to lose, since neither of them 
was wearing shoes) stepped back smartly when the stranger, 
in a rare display of coherence, shouted, “May the fleas of a 
thousand camels nest in your fathers’ beards!” (that’s an old 
Arabic curse). The Good Samaritans drifted off, one of them 
muttering, “Okay, that does it, man! You don’t get invited to 
one of our parties again!” 

And, yes. There were the transient ladies from Edmonton! 
They thought the whole pathetic business was a riot. They 
laughed until the tears washed the mascara down their cheeks. 
And when their funnybones ceased tickling, they wandered off 
towards the bright lights, one remarking to the other: “Can you 
imagine a man doing a thing like that! Just think of what he’s 
doing to his reputation!” 

Well, so much for the background. 

Upon hearing of this incident, we decided to investigate. 
We got wind of it the morning after it occurred, and while a 
hot sun was turning last night’s sea of mud into today’s cloud 
of dust, we made our way to the Peter Pond Hotel. A few 
inquiries later and we were escorted into a room. There, in a 
bed surrounded by hot water bottles, was the stranger. He was 
being attended by two doctors. One was treating him for pneu¬ 


monia, caused by exposure during the previous evening; the 
other for heat stroke and asphyxia, the former caused by a 
combination of a 90-degree temperature and the hot water 
bottles, and the latter by the dust that was by this time swirling 
around the town. 

To make a long story short, this is what happened. When 
we asked the stranger Who he was he said he was the editor 
of The Northern Star, and he explained his performance of the 
previous evening in this way: 

“Newspapers,” he intoned, in a way that only newspaper¬ 
men can intone, “need news in the same way that can skinners 
need a hill to cut down to size and in the way that Mrs. Creck¬ 
lington, that fine old lady who was heading toward the Alberta 
building needs . . . well . . . you know what I mean. Now I’ve 
been here for a couple of weeks, and in .that time I haven’t 
had much in the way of nooz. What we have to have is s’m 
nooz. I was out of my head the other night but I’m okay now. 
The docs here have been pumping the local gossip into me 
pretty good.” 

The stranger left the hospital a couple of days after we saw 
him, and he was in good shape. After we had carried him to 
the airport hotel and deposited him in the Pacific Western Air¬ 
lines plane (Morris Huculuk, the PWA agent carried his feet), 
he turned toward me and said: 

“Pete, I want you to do something for me. Then he handed 
me a note. Before I could look at it, he said, “Write it in your 
column—just as a favor to me.” 

The note? 

Well, it says: “I’d like to thank all of the folks in Fort 
McMurray for giving me s’m nooz when I needed it most. And 
tell ’em that if they keep pouring the stuff into me—journalisti¬ 
cally speaking, that is—I’ll be okay and there won’t be a 
repetition of the other night’s performance.” 

You can write to the editor in care of the Peter Pond 
Hotel, Fort McMurray. 


For All Your Hardware, 

Appliances and 

Sports Equipment Needs . . . 


McMurray Hardware Ltd. 


Peter Pond Shopping Centre Fort McMurray 


Appliances REMINCffON RIFLES 


Motorola Products 


TIP HLUSHAK, Prop. Telephone: 743-2745 




Drop In 
And See . . . 

Our 1968 

MODELS 

1967—FORD XL, R., P.S., 
390 V-8 

1965—F100 FORD, Custom 
Cab, V-8, 4-speed 

1967—VW., Radio 

1965—GMC >/ 2 -TON, 3 speed 

1965—GMC 14-TON, 4 speed 

1962—PANTIAC V-8 CON¬ 
VERTIBLE 

1962—GMC 980 

1962-FORD STATION 
WAGON 

Your New Ford Centre 

SANDS 

FORD 

SALES 

LTD. 

434-2071 Fort McMurray 
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“How come we seem to meet at 
every major development project 
in the Canadian Northwest: 

Kitimat...Granduc...Mildred Lake... 

Peace River...Pine Point...Taltson... 

You must work for a pretty go-ahead outfit.” 


“You noticed, eh?” 




For the past 20 years Pacific Western Airlines has been supplying the fast, efficient air trans¬ 
portation of men and materials that is the key to the economic growth of the vast, resource-rich 
landscape of Northwestern Canada. Last year, for example, we flew the equivalent of 260 times 
around the world. We invite you to call on this experience for scheduled, contract or charter 


PACIFIC UJCSTCPD 


' Vancouver International Airport 

AIRLINES Edmonton Industrial Airport 
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Alberta’s 

fastest 



Congratulations to G.C.O.S. on the occasion 
of its plant opening 

and to 

The Northern* Star on the occasion of its first issue 




CANADIAN UTILITIES 


LIMITED 


NORTHERN STAR, SEPTEMBER 28 







Apartments Limited 


FEATURES 


DELUXE AUTOMATIC 30 INCH G.E. 
RANGE IN EACH APARTMENT. 

EXTRA LARGE STORAGE AND CUP¬ 
BOARD SPACE, PLUS BASEMENT 
LOCKERS. 

FANS IN KITCHEN AND BATHROOM; 
BATHROOM HAS SHOWER, TUB AND 
VANITY. 


INDIVIDUAL THERMOSTATS. 


9. ALL APARTMENTS SOUND PROOFED. 
10. FURNISHING LEASES ARRANGED. ' 


FULLY LANDSCAPED AND FENCED 
YARD, PATIO AND PLAY GROUND 
AREA. 



LOCATION 

Centrally located on Franklin Avenue 
near Shopping Centre, Schools and 
Hostpital. 

Sidewalks and Paved. Streets. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

TELEPHONE 743-2064 
OR WRITE c/o 1003 EMPIRE BUILDING 

EDMONTON ALBERTA 
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Giguere Welding Ltd. 


Fort McMurray 


Telephone :743-2731 


See how pleasant 
banking can be at 
the "Royal" 


Wish 

The 

Northern 

Star 

Success 


By BOB DUNCAN 

The Fort McMurray Power 
Company Limited is now united 
directly with its parent company, 
and is now known as Canadian 
Utilities, Limited. What is the his¬ 
tory of this interesting segment of 
C.U.L.’s operations? 

The first commercial power 
generating plant was installed in 
Waterways in 1933 and was oper¬ 
ated by a Mr. McNeil with pow¬ 
er from a 10 KW Lister 110/220 
volt unit. Mr. McNeil sold to a 
Mr. Boisvert, a storekeeper. He 
supplied only evening power 
(from dusk until midnight), with 
one exception—day service for the 
traditional Monday wash. 

In 1937, Mr. J. Durocher sold a 
power plant he operated in Lac 
La Biche and started one in Fort 


McMurray, installing a one-cylin¬ 
der Blackstone semi-diesel 25 KW 
unit,. C.U.L. still has this plant, 
retaining it for the Fort McMur¬ 
ray museum). He put in a small 
2,300 volt single-phase system and 
charged 25c per KW on an even¬ 
ing schedule. Today’s rates repre¬ 
sent a “modest” 90% reduction 
from that original figure. 

In 1940, Mr. Duracher built a 
plant at a new location, where 
C.U.L. facilities are located to¬ 
day, on the Hangingstone River, 
about mid-way between Fort Mc¬ 
Murray and Waterways. This was 
a log building, as were all the 
previous plants. 

With the arrival of the Amer¬ 
ican army in 1942 and with good 
co-operative planning, a three- 
phase line was built between the 
power plant and Fort McMurray 
and Waterways. A 170 KW three- 
cylinder Fairbanks unit was in¬ 
stalled with a 40 KW Vivian. 

In 1954 J. Durocher sold out to 
G. Sandulac who operated the 
business for three years, increas¬ 
ing the generating capacity by a 
90 KW Murphy unit remove*} from 
a Fort McMurray salt plant which 


ROYAL BANK 


VINCE BURKE, MANAGER 


TIP-TOE SPOTS 

Fort McMurray’s Family shoe store Complete shoe 

Fall clearance of summer shoes 
jkSave up to 75%on ladies J 
^^and childrens shoes^jgfS 
Regularly priced at $3.50 to $17.95 

Now selling for $1.75 
to $7.50 


Redwood 

Transport 

Limited 


In 1957 the McMurray Light and 
Power Co. Ltd., was purchased 
from Mr. Sandulac by Canadian 
Utilities and operated with a peak 
of 90 KW and approximately 157 
customers. Mr. Sandulac today 
operates the El Paso Motel in 
Edmonton. 

Over the years C.U.L. custom¬ 
ers grew to 1,100 and company 
plant capacity to 4,475 KW. The 
old log building was replaced and 
three additions to the main build¬ 
ing were subsequently added. 

A three-phase 25 KV line was 
built to serve the airport and a 
13.8 line, 32 miles to Anzac to 
serve that settlement. 


Redwood 

Redi-Mix 

Limited 


Payroll and Cash Clerk Required 
for permanent position in Fort McMurray 
MARRIED WOMAN PREFERRED 
Six Hour Work Day 
Salary: $250 Per Month 
Applicants Please Write To: 

240 FINANCIAL BUILDING 
10621 - 100th Avenue Edmonton, Alberta 


PETER POND 

SHOPPING CENTRE 


FORT McMURRAY 
PHONE 743-3132 


Complete shoe repair service, Fast service, modest prices 

Repairs by Rudy Gauthier, Fort McMurray's first fully-qualified shoemaker 
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PAUL'S SHELL SERVICE 


Underground Service 

Mid-October will mark the future load increase, safety and The system has also been de¬ 
completion of the second phase long life. signed to allow for projected 

of a three-year program by Can- Feeder lines in the system will load increases for up to 30 years, 
adian Utilities, Limited, to pro- operate at 14,400 vpiis. This was eliminating the necessity of dig- 
vide underground electric service made possible by development ging up the lines except for 
to the Poplar Grove and Spruce of a new plastic insulation. The emergency repairs. Attention to 
Grove areas of Fort McMurray. system is one of the first pro- aesthetic values was also planned 
Final phase of the system is to jects in Alberta to employ this in placing transformers. Low 
be completed in 1968. The system type of cable in an underground silhouette models were used and 
will supply 650 homes as well as residential system. Feeder lines placed > in utility lanes at the 
apartments and institutions in are also looped, allowing fpr an rear of residences. They are 
the area. alternate power source in case totally enclosed in tamper-proof 

In addition, the residential of damage to the cables. Ap- containers mounted on cement 
area and the main thoroughfare proximately 40 miles of under- pads. 

—(Franklin Avenue)— will boast ground cable is being buried Canadian Utilities officials re- 
up-to-date street lighting from four feet under the surface in a port they received excellent co- 
200 modern steel standards fed trench also used for the under- operation from town officials 
by the underground system. ground telephone system. and other companies involved in 

Canadian Utilities is doing the The underground nature of the co-ordinating the installation of 
work for the developers, Atha- system provides increased safety electric service with installation 
basca Realty Company Limited and longer life as the cable will of other services such as tele- 
(holding company for G.C.O.S.), not be susceptible to as many phone, water, sewer, gas and 
who did not wish to mar the problems or dangers as wire ex- road construction. 

aesthetic value of Fort McMur- posed to the elements. - 

ray’s wilderness setting with 
overhead lines and poles. Conse¬ 
quently, they are sharing in the 
cost of underground power and 
telephone lines. 

First phase of the system, com¬ 
pleted last year, provided ser¬ 
vice to 91 home sites in the area 
immediately west of Hospital 
Street. The phase to be com¬ 
pleted by mid-October includes 
the rest of Poplar Grove (321 
homes) and the area immedi¬ 
ately east of Hospital Street, to 
hospital and school sites. The 
third phase will be completed in 
1968 to cover the remainder of 
Birch Grove (238 homes). 

Modem technology played an 
important role in planning the 
system for efficient operation, 

FORT McMURRAY AGENCIES 

•General insurance 
$ • Real estate 

*dfifl *Hurtroglicenses 
Chris den Ouden • Commissioner for oaths 

For all your insurance, real estate, 
license and notarial needs, see 
'Chris' 

Peter Pond Shopping Centre 
Fort McMurray, Alberta 

Telephone 743-2122 




30 Modern Rooms with 
Wall-to-Wall Broadloom 


Coffee Shop 
Licensed Dining Room 
Member of DAA 


* Executive Si 


Available 


Licensed Lounge 


Official A.M.A. Towing 


Wheel alignment, balancing 


Specialists in front-end rebuilding 


Brake relining, drum turning 


Full line of Shell products 


SEE US FOR ALL YOUR WINTER DRIVING NEEDS 


Telephone: 743-2871 
Emergency: 743-3004 


Fort McMurray 


Friday and Saturday Eveni 

Riviera Bowl with Six 5- 
Alleys and Five Billiard 
Tables Adjoining 

Competitive Rates • Riviere Royalite Service 

Station Also Adjoining 

Telephone, Wire, or Write for Reservations 

A. R. (AL) CAMPBELL E. A. (EINAR) LOKEN 

•resident and General Manager Assistant Manager 

Member, Fort McMurray Chamber of Commerce 


Congratulations . . . 

Great Canadian 
h Oil Sands Ltd, 


vVie/tct 


MOTOR HOTE 


FORT McMURRAY, 


TEL. 743-2711, 743-2281, ALBERTA 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

TO G.C.O.S. 

from 

FT. McMURRAY'S LEADING 
HOTEL 


ABOVE, OUR LOUNGE 

(Beverage Room Not Shown) 

BELOW, OUR LOBBY 


OUR COFFEE SHOP 
Peter Pond Shopping Centre 


THE 
PETER 
POND 

Fort McMurray Telephone 743-3301 
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FORT ELECTRONICS 


Sales & Service 

SERVICE IS OUR BUSINESS 

1 ONLY - Gibson 13.3 cu. ft., 2-door 
Frost Free Fridge, Coppertone 

Reg. $429.95 SQCQ 95 

Slight exterior damage. SALE PRICE 


COME IN AND SEE OUR COMPLETE LINE OF 

HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES 
RADIOS TAPE RECORDERS 

STEREOS RECORD PLAYERS 

WASHERS DRYERS 

STOVES FRIDGES 

DEEP FREEZERS 

2 Service Men to Give You Fast Efficient Service 
to All Makes of Appliances, Radios and 
Tape Recorders 

2 Gibson Automatic Electric Ranges 

Reg. $249.95 ~ 


$167.95 


With Rotisserie. Reg. $279.95 


$199.95 


This is a museum? No - not at ^ moment - But 

this ancient barge has been 
earmarked precisely for that purpose. Radium 800, now 
sitting in an empty field, is scheduled to find permanent 
housing in Fort McMurray’s Centennial Park. 


CONGRATULATIONS G.C.O.S. 

ON YOUR NEW PUNT OPENING 


PLAZA FURNITURE CENTRE 

"We Sell for Less . . . Because We Buy for Less" 


PHONE 743-2818 


FORT McMURRAY 


A bit of history: Fort McMurray’s historic mission 
church is scheduled to be trans¬ 
ferred to the community’s Centennial Park. In the interim, 
it sits behind St. John the Baptist Church, which in turn 
fronts on Franklin Avenue, in downtown Fort McMurray. 


• PLAZA FURNITURE CENTRE • 




Exclusive Franchised Dealer In Fort McMurray For: 


• KROEHLER Manufacturing Co. Ltd. 

"World's Largest Furniture Manufacturer" 


• SIGNATURE Chairs 

A complete line of exceptional sytling. Occasional, 
Recliners, etc. 


• CAPE COD Furniture 

Renowned producer of Early American Furniture 
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RED& 

WHITE, 


Boneless Red or Blue Brand Beef 

ROUND STEAK 

U.K. 

Garlic Sausage 


Weiners 

Red or Blue Brand 

RUMP ROAST 

Fresh Picnic 

PORK ROAST 


CENTENNIAL TRAINLOAD SALE 



THE RED AND WHITE STORE 


89 C BATH TOWELS 


Quantities Limited — 

Shop early and avoid disappointment 


Better Buy Toilet 

TISSUE 

CC— Lowney’s 

Bridge Mixture 


Golden Ripe 

35c Bananas 


Firemans Suggestions . . . APPLES 


First Quality 

Nylons 


$1.00 TOKAY GRAPES 


99c TOMATOES 
ORANGES 

No. 1 

ONIONS 

q r California 

yi)C HEAD LETTUCE 

m r Seven Farms Evaported 

45c MILK 


Brakeman's Special 

$ 1.00 Dutch Oven 

FLOUR 


59c MARGARINE 


. . BUY BY THE CASE AND SAVE TREMENDOUS VALUE IN CANNED GOODS 


ALUED HARDWARE LTD. 


FOR VALUE SERVICE QUALITY 


A FULL LINE OF SPORTING GOODS 


FAMOUS 




fit*. SherwinWiuiams 


LARGEST RECORD SELECTION IN TOWN 

"We Sell for Less . . . Because We Buy for Less" 


PARK PLAZA - FORT McMURRAY 


PHONE 743-2818 
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O'NEILL MOTORS LTD. 

• GENERAL MOTORS PRODUCTS • IMPERIAL OIL • 

TILDEN RENT-A-CAR 

TELEPHONE: 743 - 3030 

COME IN AND SEE 
THE SUPERB 196S 
MODELS FROM 
GENERAL MOTORS 



LE SABRE HARDTOP SEDAN. 




TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF YEAR-END 
CLEARANCE 

SOME EXAMPLES 


1964 NEW 1967 '67 MERC 110 

G.M.C. 3 A Ton Pontiac — V-8 was $460 

4 Speed Positrac Automatic Radio & Trans. Now $368.00 

$1,295.00 $3,199.00 Great Fishing Motor 


'67 MERC. 500 

50 H.P. Motor-was $1,061 

Now $849.00 


1959 Volkswagon 

Wife's Car — Red 

$349.00 

LOW MILEAGE LESS THAN 

10,000 

1967's: 2 - PONTIACS, 

2CHEVROLETS —V-8, 
Automatic, Radio, H.D. Suspension 

OUT THEY GO AT $2,888.00 



G.M.A.C. FINANCING#ALL TYPES OF 
INSURANCE 
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NAR NEAR END OF SERVICE UPGRADING 


The Northern Alberta Railways, 
and its predecessor, the Alberta 
Great Waterways, have served 
Fort McMurray for 45 years. The 
history of this line from Edmon¬ 
ton to the then-far-north reflects 
the financial perils early railway 
builders encountered. 

In February of 1909, a provin¬ 
cial charter was granted to the 
Alberta & Great Waterways Rail¬ 
way for construction of a line to 
Waterways, at the junction of the 
Clearwater and Athabasca rivers, 
from which navigable water to 
the MacKenzie River system ex¬ 
isted. Because of subsequent dis¬ 
putes and litigation, however, the 
original incorporators of the com¬ 
pany were unable to continue con¬ 
struction. In 1913, by mutual con¬ 
sent of the government and the 
company, control was acquired 
by J. D. McArthur, Winnipeg, 
who was building a radway pro¬ 
jected to run from Edmonton to 
Dunvegan Landing in Alberta, 
and then to Fort George (now 
Prince George, B.C.) This rail¬ 
way was known as the Edmonton, 
Dunvegan & British Columbia. 
Construction of the Waterways 
line started from Carbondale in 
1914 and was completed to Lac 
Le Biche in July, 1916. It was 
completed to Draper in 1922, and 
to the present terminus at Water¬ 
ways in 1925. 

The J. D. McArthur Company 
ran into financial difficulty during 
construction and, eventually, the 
provincial government became 
the outright owners of the Alberta 
& Great Waterways. The govern¬ 


ment also accepted responsibility 
for the other railways then build¬ 
ing into the north and which were 
also in difficulty. 

These problems were eventually 
resolved in 1929 when the Alberta 
& Great Waterways, the Edmon¬ 
ton, Dunvegan & British Colum¬ 
bia, the Central Canada and the 
Pembina Valley railways were 
sold to Canadian Pacific and Can¬ 
adian National — each company 
putting up 50% of the purchase 
capital. The lines were merged 
into the Northern Alberta Rail¬ 
ways Company. Since 1929, 
N.A.R. has been operated as a 
separate corporate entity, with 
headquarters in Edmonton and 
the board of directors (consist¬ 
ing of an equal number of senior 
officers from both parent com¬ 
panies) functioning from Mon¬ 
treal. 

For many years the line to 
Waterways, did not prosper. Pop¬ 
ulation in the area was small 
and no solid base of year round 
traffic occured. During World 
War II, the building of the Canol 
Pipe Line resulted in substant¬ 
ial traffic moving north through 
Waterways and, following the 
war, mining developments in the 
north and the establishment of 
the Northern Transportation Com¬ 
pany based at Fort McMurray 
produced a reasonable amount 
of traffic during the summer 
months. However, during the win¬ 
ter months only minimum de¬ 
mands were made on the line. 

Despite this, however, an ex¬ 
tensive upgrading program was 


initiated in 1959—the overall cost 
of which was calculated to be 
$12,000,000' Except for the re¬ 
placing of 100 miles of light with 
heavy rail, which will cost $3,- 
000,000, this upgrading is com¬ 
pleted, thus enabling the N.A.R. 
to meet the demands made upon 
its Waterways line by the tre¬ 
mendous upsurge in traffic which 
occurred as a result of the con¬ 
struction of the Great Canadian 


Oil Sands plant. Until 1966, N.A.R. 
was the only means of land trans¬ 
port into Fort McMurray, and 
the company is proud of the fact 
that it handled without mishap 
or delay construction materials 
in connection with the building 
of the plant to the extent of 135,- 
000 tons together with 40,000 tons 
of other material used in the de¬ 
velopment of Fort McMurray 


itself. Some of this material was 
of a type seldom seen in Canada, 
let alone in the north. Loads of 
tremendous weight, high centres 
of gravity, and great size poured 
into Fort McMurray on schedule 
day after day in the two years 
of major construction which fol¬ 
lowed the commencement of the 
G.C.O.S. project. 




Everything for 
the home 


PETER POND SHOPPING CENTRE 
Fort McMurray, Alberta 


lone 



OFFICIAL AGENT FOR PACIFIC WESTERN AIRLINES 
IN FORT McMURRAY, ALBERTA'S FASTEST-GROWING COMMUNITY. 


Office Manager: Phone 

MRS. JEAN STEVENS 743-2935 
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History of oil sands project 


WHAT IS THE GEOLOGICAL 
HISTORY OF THE TAR SANDS 

Some geologists think the oil in 
the Athabasca sands originated 
in the Devonian reef to the west 
of the McMurray area and mi¬ 
grated upward into the present 
deposit. Others believe the oil 
originated from marine life de¬ 
posited with sand near the shore¬ 
line on the bottom of a huge in¬ 
land sea which existed when the 
climate of the area was tropical 
or sub-tropical in nature. 

Both sides agree thaat the light¬ 
er, more volatile components of 
the oil have escaped through the 
surface of the earth over time, 
leaving behind the heavier com¬ 
ponents, or bitumen, which is 
characterstic of the tar sands 
sands area. 

It is estimated that the Atha¬ 
basca tar sands underlie an 
area of some 30,000 square 
miles, or a little larger than 
Lake Michigan. 

ESTIMATES OF RESERVES 

The estimated amount of oil 
in the Athabasca deposit is about 
600 billion barrels. Oil men 
agree that, with the exception 
of shale oil, the accumulation is 
the greatest known anywhere on 
earth. 

A generally-accepted figure of 
300 billion barrels of physically 
recoverable oil was given stat¬ 
ure late in 1963 by the Alberta 
Oil and Gas Conservation Board. 

The Board estimated that all 
tar sands in Canada (including 
Athabasca) hold an estimated 
710 billion barrels, with 415 bil¬ 
lion of unprocessed tar to be re¬ 
covered and 303 billion barrels of 
oil to be the final product after 
processing. 

On this basis, final recovery 
from the Athbasca deposit alone 
would push the 300 billion barrel 
mark. 

The immensity of this quanti¬ 
ty is shown by the fact that it is 
enough to supply the entire 
North American continent for 
more than 60 years on the basis 
of today’s demand for oil. 

EARLY HISTORY OF 
EXPLORATION 

Existence of the tar sands was 
first recorded by Peter Pond, 
adventurer, fur trader and ex¬ 
plorer, in 1778. 

, At the junction of the Athabas¬ 
ca and Clearwater Rivers, where 
Fort McMurray later was estab¬ 
lished, he found Indians using a 
sticky substance, oozing from the 
river banks, to waterproof their 
canoes. The name “tar sands” 
was given to it then, but oil men 
later recognized the bitumen in 
the sands as a heavy crude oil. 

It was about a century after 
Pond that the Geological Survey 
of Canada, in 1875, instituted 
plans for a survey. Various tests 
:hrough the years proved more 
and more oil in place, but its 
thick gummy nature led gener¬ 
ally toward experiments in using 
is as a paving material. 

There are today in Edmonton 
streets which were paved with 
oil sands in 1915 and which, with 
only minor repairs in the interim 
are still in good condition. 

About 2,2000 test holes have 
been drilled in various parts of 
the Athbasca deposit since the 
first one in 1897 by the Geologi¬ 
cal Survey, and experiments 
have been made at an increasing 
rate. But problems have almost 
matched the size of the reserves. 

They include the extreme 
wather and the remoteness of 
the area, the handling and dis¬ 


posal of the huge amounts of over¬ 
burden and the mining of the oil¬ 
laden sand underneath it. 

Also, there has been the prob¬ 
lem of separating the oil from 
the sand in sufficient quantities 
to be economic, and processing 
the heavy raw product to make it 
sufficiently fluid for transporta¬ 
tion by pipeline and usable as a 
charge material for conventional 
refining processes. 

EXPERIMENTS IN 
SEPARATION 

Efforts to solve the puzzle of 
separating the oil from the sand 
started many years ago. As early 
as 1919, when the Alberta Re¬ 
search Council was formed as an 
arm of the provincial govern¬ 
ment, steps already had been 
taken to find a practical separ¬ 
ation method. 

Underground burning was tried 
as early as 1929. Various other 
approaches to in situ (in place) 
separation have been considered 
by later experimenters, including 
atomic blasts. 

The early test plants used var¬ 
ious hot water separation pro¬ 
cesses. Among these were a sep¬ 
aration plant and refinery near 
Fort McMurray built by Aba/sarid 
Oils Ltd., under the leadership 
of the late Max W. Ball; and one 
at Bitumount, about 50 miles 
north of Fort McMurray, built 
by R. C. Fitzsimmons. 

Mr. Fitzsimmons is credited 
with being the first “commercial 
developer” of the oil sands. He 
extracted a few barrels in a 
small model plant as early as 
1925 and, after organizing Inter 
national Bitumen Company Lim¬ 
ited in 1927 and suffering losses 
of equipment from a forest fire 
in 19292, built an extraction 
plant in 1930 from which the first 
carload of bitumen was shipped. 

International Bitumen Com¬ 
pany was acquired in 1942 by L. 
R. Champion, organizer of Oil 
Sands Limited, which, in collab¬ 
oration with the Alberta Govern¬ 
ment, began construction three 
years later of a 500-tons-per-day 
capacity plant as Bitumount. 

This plant was taken over by 
the Alberta Government before 
its completion. It was operated 
on a test basis in 1948 and then 
closed in 1949. 

This plant led to an analysis, 
published as the “Blair Report” 
in December, 1950. 

GOVERNMENT 
OWNERSHIP, POLICY 

The Athabasca tar sands were 
turned over to Alberta by the 
federal government in f930. 

This move was prompted by 
years of pressure brought to bear 
by provincial governments to 
have full say in the administra¬ 
tion of their natural resources. 

Alberta had long been inter¬ 
ested in the development of the 
tar sands. At the same time, 
with the development of conven¬ 
tional production of Alberta 
crude oil from which the prov¬ 
ince today receives approximate¬ 
ly half of its total revenues, the 
government has been anxious to 
prevent any sudden flood of Ath¬ 
abasca oil from disrupting the 
economy of the Canadian petrol¬ 
eum industry. 

In October, 1962, the govern¬ 
ment announced that as a matter 
of policy it would limit produc¬ 
tion from the tar sands.to 5 per 
cent o fthe province’s production 
by conventional methods, unjess 
tar sands oil in excess of that 
limit were utilized in new mar¬ 
kets not served by oil from Al¬ 


berta’s flowing or pumping wells. 

Proposals to produce the tar 
sands are submitted to the Al¬ 
berta Oil and Gas Conservation 
Board, which follows a procedure 
of study, usually including hear¬ 
ings and staff investigations. It 
then presents its recommenda¬ 
tion to the lieutenant governor 
in council and the government, 
after its further study, makes the 
final decision on issuance of the 
formal permit. 

The board has received two 
applications in addition to the 
successful proposal of Great 
Canadian, but has deferred both 
unitl Dec. 30, 1968. 

The Syncrude group (including 
Cities Service, Atlantic Richfield 
Company, Imperial Oil Ltd., and 
Royalite Oil Company) proposed 
a $356 million project based on 
surface mining operations to re¬ 
cover 100,000 barrels per day. 

Shell Canada Ltd.’s plan, es¬ 
timated to cost $259 million, is 
based on an in situ operation in¬ 
volving injection of super-heated 
steam and a chemical solvent 
into the sands to emulsify the 
heavy bitumen to permit its pro¬ 
duction through wells. Shell’s 
proposal also called for 100,000 
barrels per day of production. 

Both projects were to require 
seven to eight years for comple¬ 
tion. 

SUN’S ENTRY INTO 
ATHABASCA 

Sun’s interest in Athbasca goes 
back at least as far as 1944, when 
the late J. Edgar Pew, then vice-, 
president in charge of produc¬ 
tion, had discussions with L. R. 
Champion of Oil Sands Ltd. (a 
forerunner of Great Canadian 
Oil Sands Ltd., who was seeking 
funds to build his , plant at Bitu¬ 
mount. Sun sent geologists and 
lawyers to look into the Bitu¬ 
mount properties at that time, 
but took no action. 

Engineers were sent in 1946 by 
Sun’s manufacturing department 
to investigate the possibilities. 
They decided that mining and 
processing of the tar sands would 
not be economic for perhaps an¬ 
other 20 years. 

Sun’s interest was aroused, 
however, and eight years later, 
in 1954, the company secured a 
75 per cent interest in Abasand 
Oils’ Lease No. 86 at Mildred- 
Ruth Lakes on the west side of 
the Athabasca River about 20 
miles north of Fort McMurray. 

While Sun later secured other 
tar sands leases, Lease No. 86 is 
the one directly involved in the 
Great Canadian Oil Sands Limi¬ 
ted project as the site of its 


plant and source of production. 

Covering about 4,000 acres (6.6 
square miles), Lease No. 86 (for¬ 
merly Lease No. 4) is considered 
one of the choice leases in the 
tar sands, with a thick tar sand 
deposit covered by a relatively 
thin layer of overburden. 
ORIGIN OF G.C.O.S. PROJECT 

Great Canadian was incorpor¬ 
ated in 1953. It represents an ac¬ 
cumulation of experience and 
know-how dating from before 
1930, including the patent on the 
hot water process developed by 
R. C. Fitzsimmons, as well as 
the work of L. R. Champion arid 
Oil Sands Ltd. in collaboration 
with the Alberta Government. 

While both the Fitzsimmons 
process and the process used by 
Oil Sands Ltd. employed the hot 
water principle, they varied in 
application. The latter process 
followed procedures developed 
by the Alberta Research Coun¬ 
cil under the leadership of the 
late Dr. Karl A. Clark. 

Oil Sands Ltd., and its patents, 
studies and Lease 14 were ac¬ 
quired in 1953 by GCOS. Mr. 
Champion for many years con¬ 
tinued his interest in the Atha¬ 
basca development as a substan¬ 
tial stockholder in GCOS. 

Dr. Clark, who as a member 
of the Alberta Research Council 
has been involved with tar sands 
developments since 1922, retired 
from the council and was a con¬ 
sultant to GCOS until his death 
in December, 1966. 

In 1955, GCOS began discus¬ 
sions with the Alberta Govern¬ 
ment looking toward the prepar¬ 
ation of a mutually satisfactory 
proposal for the development of 
the tar sands. 

In 1960, GCOS made formal 
application to the Conservation 
Board for a permit to undertake 
a commercial project with a 
capacity of 31,500 barrels per day. 
Hearings were held, and in No¬ 
vember of that year the board 
recommended to the Govern¬ 
ment that further consideration 
of the GCOS application be de¬ 
ferred until June, 1962. 

Hearings in mid-1962 on the 
GCOS request resulted in ap¬ 
proval by the Board in Septem¬ 
ber and by the government on 
Oct. 2, 1962. Thus GCOS became 
the first company ever to receive 
permission to produce on a 
major commercial basis from the 
giant Athabasca deposit. 

It was given until Sept. 30, 1963, 
to complete financing arrange¬ 
ments; until Jan. 1, 1964, to be¬ 
gin construction; and until Sept. 
30,' 1986, to start recovery oper¬ 


ations. It also obtained shortly 
thereafter a permit to construct 
a pipeline from the lease to Ed¬ 
monton, to connect with Interpro¬ 
vincial Pipeline. 

Meanwhile, Sun had become 
closely interested in GCOS. A 
busy year of economic and en¬ 
gineering feasibility studies fol¬ 
lowed. An engineering technical 
committee was formed with 
William H. Davis of Sun as 
chairman. Canadian Bechtel 
Limited (Toronto) was engaged 
to make feasibility studies, and a 
test plant on the site was com¬ 
pleted by the fall of 1963. 

As the deadline for financing 
neared, GCOS on Sept. 25, 1963, 
filed an application for these 
amendments: (a) certain process 
changes; (b) an extension of 
time for financing; and (c) ap¬ 
proval of an increase in volume 
of synthetic crude recovery from 
the originally-approved 31,500 
barrels per day to 45,000 barrels 
per day. 

The application was accompa¬ 
nied by a letter from Sun Presi¬ 
dent Robert G. Dunlop to Great 
Canadian, outlining these amend¬ 
ments as conditions under which 
Sun would invest up to $67,500,- 
009 of Canadian funds and assist 
in arranging the additional finan¬ 
cing necessary for the $235,000,- 
000 project.. 

The board extended the time 
for GCOS to complete its finan¬ 
cing and set Nov. 26 at the date 
for p u b 1 ic hearings. It an¬ 
nounced its favorable decision on 
Feb .14, 1964, recommending ap¬ 
proval of the increase and setting 
Sept. 1, 1964, as the date for 
start of construction and Sept. 
30, 1967, as the deadline for 
start of recovery operations. Ap¬ 
proval by the government fol¬ 
lowed on April 10, 1964. 

Great Canadian’s permit re¬ 
quired: 

1. That it grant bona fide resi¬ 
dents of Alberta an opportunity 
to purchase an equity in Great 
Canadian in the form of con¬ 
vertible debentures in the total 
sum of. $12.5 million bearing in¬ 
terest at the rate of 6 per cent. 
(This was done in May, 1965.) 

2. That it appoint as a direc¬ 
tor of the company a Canadian 
citizen living in Alberta, who has 
been a resident of the province 
for a least one year. (J. Grant. 
Spratt, of Edmonton, a prom¬ 
inent Alberta petroleum consul¬ 
tant, was elected to the GCOS 
board of directors In 1964 and 
has made valuable contributions 
as a director continuously since 
that time.) 



One of two bucketwheel excavators used to strip mine tar sands 
at Great Canadian Oil Sands Limited project. Machine is 210 
feet long and 12 storeys high. 
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sent an average of some 250 ad¬ 
ditional people per year. 

Payroll costs (including bene¬ 
fits) for the plant operating and 
maintenance people are esti¬ 
mated to be approximately $6, 
800,000 annually. 

At the peak of construction in 
midl966, about 2,300 people were 
employed on the project. 

The increase in population for 
the sparsely settled area has 
been dramatic. Fort McMurray 
has jumped from 1,200 people in 
1964 to almost 4,000 in mid-1967. 

The total direct impact on the 
Alberta economy will be about 
$16 million annually, including 
payroll, taxes and royalties. 

Indirectly, as some Fort Mc¬ 
Murray and Alberta leaders have 
pointed out, a new project of this 
size will give rise to new and 
expanded businesses and services 
ranging from air transport and 
barbering through schools and 
waterworks. 


View of bitumen processing area. Three stacks at right centre 
rise from reformer furnace which produces hydrogen for treating 
liquids from coker to remove sulfur, other impurities. Coker 
drums at left; 350-foot power house stack is at right. 


3. That it give preference in 
employment to residents of Al¬ 
berta qualified in the profession¬ 
al and technical skills required. 
(About 85 per cent of the GCOS 
employees are native Albertans 
and more than 99 per cent are 
Canadians.) 

4. That it employ local con¬ 
struction labor as far as it was 
reasonable and practicable to do 
so. (This was done.) 

WHAT IS G.C.O.S. 

Great, Canadian is a Canadian 
company incorporated under the 
Dominion Companies Act. Sun 
Oil Company Limited of Toronto 
owns an 81.8 per cent interest in 
GCOS. 

The general offices of GCOS 
are at 85 Bloor Street, E., Tor¬ 
onto 5, Ontario, Canada. Its of¬ 
ficers and directors are: W. 
Harold Rea, chairman; Clarence 
H. Thayer, director and presi- 
dnet; Robert McClements, Jr., 
director and vice president, op¬ 
erations; Alex E. Barron, direc¬ 
tor and vice president; Thomas 
P. Clarke, director and vice 
president; William H. Davis, di¬ 
rector and vice president; 
Donald J. -Wilkins, director and 
vice president; Ardagh S. 
Kingsmill, director and secre¬ 
tary; James S. Roe, director and 
treasurer; Darwin W. Ferguson, 
director; Robert Law, director; 
John H. McWilliams, director; 
J. Grant Spratt, director; Ken¬ 
neth F. Heddon, vice president; 
Albert E. Moss, vice president; 
Joseph R. Layton, comptroller; 
Donald M. Treadgold, assistant 
secretary; Maurice B. Parmelee, 
assistant treasurer; Dudley M. 
McGreer, assistant treasurer. 

From the time GCOS was 
formed in 1954 to carry on the 
work and interests of L. R. 
Champion and Oil Sands Ltd. un¬ 
til the time of the 1960 hearing, 
funds required by Great Cana¬ 
dian were obtained largely from 
Canadian investors and to a 
lesser extent from British 
sources. 

The first official connection 
of GCOS with Sun Oil Company 
came with the signing of a con¬ 
tract. in 1958 with Sun and Ab- 
asand for rights to mine the 
sand on one-half of Lease No. 86. 
(Subsequently, rights to mine 
the entire lease wer acquired by 
GCOS.) Additionally, Sun and 
Canadian Oil Companies Ltd. 


(now Shell) contracted to take 
75 and 25 per cent, respectively, 
of the output of -the proposed 
GCOS plant., then expected to 
have a capacity of 31,500 barrels 
per day. 

Prior to the 1962 Conservation 
Board hearing on the GCOS ap¬ 
plication, GCOS granted an op¬ 
tion to Canadian Pacific Oil & 
Gas Ltd. to acquire up to 51 per 
cent of GCOS stock, and Cana¬ 
dian Pacific had transferred a 
one-third interest each in this 
option to Sun and Canadian Oils. 
GCOS in accordance with the op¬ 
tion agreement submitted a pro¬ 
posal for financing the project. 
By mid-1963, Canadian Pacific, 
Sun and Shell (formerly Cana¬ 
dian Oil) dropped out of the op¬ 
tion agreement. 

Sun later renewed its interest 
and accepted a proposal by 
GCOS in September, 1963, to in¬ 
vest up to $67,500,000 and to as¬ 
sist with other financing re¬ 
quired, subject to (a) approval 
by the board of the increase in 
capacity to 45,000 barrels per 
day and other amendments 
sought by GCOS, (b) increase in 
Great Canadian’s authorized cap¬ 
ital from 3,000,000 to 9,000,000 
shares, and (c) increase in the 
size of the GCOS board to 11 
members with six to be Sun 
nominees (subsequently increased 
to 13 members, with seven to be 
Sun nominees). Sun also agreed 
to purchase 75 per cent of the 
additional 13,500 barrels per day 
of output requested in the GCOS 
application. 

The Sun-GCOS agreement as¬ 
sured financing of the project, 
with the Conservation Board de¬ 
claring in its report to the gov-, 
ernment: 

“The Board regards Sun as a 
major concern with consider¬ 
able financial resources and a 
degree of participation such 
that it does not have reserva¬ 
tions concerning the ability of 
Great Canadian to finance the 
project.” 

WHAT THE GCOS PROJECT 

WILL MEAN TO ALBERTA 

The Great Canadian project 
has already had a strong impact 
on the economy of Fort McMur¬ 
ray and, indeed, of Alberta. 

Employment at the plant and 
in the offices totals approxi¬ 
mately 450. A fluctuating number 
of contract maintenance and. 
services personnel will repre¬ 


ENOUGH RESERVES FOR 
DECADES 

The lease on which the GCOS 
plant is located,'' though only 
about 4,000 acres or 6.6 square 
miles in extent, has reserves 
Capable of yielding a total of 
about 490 million barrels of syn¬ 
thetic crude, or enough to supply 
the project at its approved rate 
of production for nearly 30 years. 

Sun has leases totalling almost 
165,000 acres in the Athabasca 
tar sands as a whole. 

EXCAVATORS HAVE BIG 
APPETITES 

The GCOS answer to mining 
the sand lies in the use of two 
huge, crawler-mounted, bucket- 
wheel excavators manufactured 
in Germany. 

These excavators have ten 
buckets or scoops mounted on 
the outer rim of a large wheel. 
As the wheel turns at a speed of 
7.5 revolutions a minute, each of 
the buckets comes into contact 
with the face of the tar sands 
and digs as much as two tons. 

During the next 30 years, the 
excavators will dig a hole about 
150 feet in depth and six square 
miles in area. 

A conveyor system connected 
to the excavator carries the oil 
sands removed by the bucket- 
wheel away from the digging 
face. 

Conveyors parallel to the face 
of the cut are periodically moved 
to a point within range of the 
excavator and its belt wagon, a 
mobile conveyor which dis¬ 
charges into the transportation 
system leading back to the sep¬ 
aration plant. 

About 4,500 tons or some 3,200 
cubic yards of material are 
moved an hour. A full day’s out¬ 
put is equivalent to 2,160 gondola 
cars each carrying 50 tons — 
enough to make up a railway 
train nearly 16 miles long. 

RE-USE OF WATER 
Water circulated through the 
separation Diant is more than 


20,000,000 gallons a day. A large 
portion of this water will be re¬ 
covered from the tailings pond 
and re-used in the separation 
plant. 

The volume of water circula¬ 
ted would be equivalent to the 
water consumption needs of a 
city of approximately 125,000 
population such as Trenton, N.J., 
or Windsor, Ont. 

The plant produces its own 
electricity, with a capacity of 
65,000 kilowatts a day. This is 
enough to serve a residential 
town of 50,000 people. 
QUANTITIES OF MATERIAL 

There are 135 miles of piping 
in the plant, ranging from one- 
half inch to 54 inches in diameter. 
About 21 miles of this is under¬ 
ground and the . total piping net¬ 
work is controlled by more than 
100,000 valves. 

There are more than 640 miles 
of electric cable and conduit in 
the plant. 

About 70,000 cubic yards of 
concrete were used in construc¬ 
tion along with 3,000 tons of re¬ 
inforcing steel. 

There are 14 major storage 
tanks incorporated into the 
GCOS plant with a combined 
capacity of one million barrels. 

The connecting pumping load 
of all pumps in the plant is 
34,000 horsepower. 

Man-hours expended for design 
and construction of the plant 
•totalled about ten million. About 
2.500 engineering drawings were 
required. 

LARGEST PROJECT 

The GCOS project, at its cost 
of $235 million, has been de¬ 
scribed by the deputy mines 
minister of Alberta as the largest 
single undertaking wholly within 
the province at one time. It 
ranks among the big projects of 
the dominion, being almost three- 
fourths of Canada’s cost ($322 
million) of the huge St. Law¬ 
rence Seaway development af¬ 
fecting several provinces. 


Teeth of bucketwheel excavator dig into tar aanda. Wheel revolve* at 7.5 RPM and dig* 20 ton* of land 

per revolution. 
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The ONLY communications AUTHORITY 
in Canada's expanding petroleum indu¬ 
stry congratulates G.C.O.S. on its plant 
opening! 

805-8th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta 


Subscription: 
$12 Per Year 
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LIVE 

MODERN 

FOR LESS 
WITH 



Underground propane service is helping to make 
Fort McMurray one of Canada's most modem 
communities 

Cigas Products Ltd. 

takes pleasure in joining the other 
corporate citizens of Alberta's 
fastest-growing community in saying 
Congratulations, G.C.O.S.! 

CIGAS PRODUCTS LTD. Telephone: 743-2677 

Box 176, Fort McMurray B. C. (Burt) Witham, Manager 
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Chrysler announces a new Fort McMurray Dealer: 


YOUNG MOTORS 

(DIVISION OF TECUMSEH AUTO SERVICE LTD.) 

FORT McMURRAY, Alberta Telephone 743-2933 

Sales, Service and Parts Centre lor 

DODGE and CHRYSLER cars and DODGE T rucks. 



You'll like the-way they do business at 


Young Motors. They offer you low prices; 


high trade-in allowances; fast, courteous 


service; and a selection of the finest cars and 


trucks on the road today. Every car and truck 


ries Chrysler's famous Customer Care 


Warranty which protects against defects in 


materials and workmanship for 24 months or 


24,000 miles on the total car and 5 years 


or 50,000 miles on the power/suspension/steer- 


ing. Why don't you drop in and look around? 


One thing's for sure. You'll be very welcome 
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NORTHERN ALBERTA 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 


YUKON 


ALASKA 


THE COACHWAYS SYSTEM PROVIDES DAILY PASSENGER, MAIL, EX¬ 
PRESS AND CHARTER SERVICE THROUGH THE ENTIRE NORTH WEST. 
THE COMPANY RECENTLY SPENT OVER TWO MILLION DOLLARS TO 
PROVIDE THE LATEST VEHICLES, FACILITIES AND COMMUNICA¬ 
TIONS. 

COACHWAYS SYSTEM EXPLORER TOURS BRING TOURISTS, HUNTERS 
AND FISHERMEN TO THE “SELDOM SEEN" CANADIAN NORTH AND 
ALASKA. TRAVELLERS ON THE EXPLORER TOURS SEE ALL OF THE 
REAL NORTH IN COMPLETE COMFORT. THE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP¬ 
MENT OF NORTH AMERICA'S LAST FRONTIER DEPENDS ON TRANS¬ 
PORTATION. THE MOST EXTENSIVE AND ECONOMICAL “ON TIME" 
PARCEL EXPRESS AND PASSENGER SERVICES ARE PROVIDED BY THE 
COACHWAYS SYSTEM. 


* TWO GREAT ENTERPRISES HELPING TO BUILD THE NORTH 


CONGRATULATIONS 


to Great Canadian Oil Sands on the opening of your new plant 


Trqvel best 


GxwkiMifA. 


Travel Best By Bus 
Contact your nearest travel agent 
15205 - 112 Ave., Edmonton 
Phone: 484-5541 


CANADIAN COACHWAYS LIMITED 
Hood Office: Edmonton, Alberta 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO GCOS FROM 



• THE HUDSON'S BAY CO. 

• THE PETER POND HOTEL 

• 

• FORT DRUGS 

• CANADIAN UTILITIES, LIMITED 

• CANADIAN COACHWAYS 

• FORT ELECTRONICS 

• FORT NEWS 

• TRUDEAU'S 


• PETER POND BEAUTY SALON 

• SIMPSONS-SEARS 

• PETER POND BARBER SHOP 

• TIP TOE SHOES 

• McMURRAY HARDWARE 

• HIGHLANDER CLEANING CENTRE 

• HANK'S 

• SUNOCO SERVICE 


FORT McMURRAY'S MOST COMPLETE MARKET PLACE 
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BLUE BRAND CUT & WRAPPED 


E. D. Smith KETCHUP 


Staffords Instant 

CHOCO 2's, 1 FREE 99 c 


BABY DILLS CARNATION MILK 

33c ea. talts 5 for 89c $8.64 case 

Shirriff's JELLOS Shirriff's ORANGE DRINK 

3 oz. 10c ea. 6- oz. pkg. 2 for 69c 

McCormick's CRACKERS Maple Leaf CHEESE Slices, 

2 lb. pkg. 69 c 8 oz. 39 c 


Nalley's 


ASSORTED COOKIES 
3 for $1.00 


PRODUCE 

New Alberta POTATOES 
10 lbs. for 75c 


GREEN CABBAGE 

3 lbs. 29 c 


DON'T \ 
FORGET 


YOUR H.P. MAC 



